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No. 1. 


THE MESSENGER is devoted to the 
diffusion of knowledge concerning the 
facts; aims, and methods of our Spirit- 
ualists’ Sunday Schools. 


The First Spiritual Temple. 


Tus edifice is situated on the corner of 
Newbury and Exeter Streets, on ground pur- 
chased by Mr. Marcellus S. Ayer, of Boston, 
a wealthy whole- 
sale grocer, who 
has been an avow- 
ed believer in 
Spiritualism for 
eighteen years, 
and for four years 
its active expo- 
nent. The mag- 
nificent structure 
compares favor- 
ably with any in 
this or other cities, 
It is in the heart 
of the most fash- 
ionable portion of 
the city, on the 
new-made land, 
called the Back 
Bay, in the close 
vicinity of. the 
Ifotel Vendome, Trinity and the new Old 
South Churches. 

The architecture of 
Temple is of the order called Romanesque. 
The front is on Exeter Street, and is eighty- 
two feet in width, while the length resting on 
Newbury Street is one hundred and eight feet. 
The walls are sixty-two feet high from the 
sidewalk to the main cornice; but above the 
latter extends the roof, with its gables and 
dormers crowned with a turret which rises to 
the height of one hundred and twenty feet, 
and presents a very imposing appearance. 
The exterior of the building is wholly of stone, 
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of two colors, the Braggville granite, of a 
dark red, forming the body, while all ‘the 
structural or decorative features, and the piers, 
arches, belts and cornices, are of the light- 
gray Long Meadow stone. The harmony be- 
tween the two colors is perfect. A belt of the 
most elaborate and ornate carving runs en- 
tirely around the building at the top of the 
first story, and abounds in various other por- 
tions of it, which gives an added and genuine 
satisfaction to 
the beholder. The 
architects of the 
building, Messrs, 
Hartwell & Rich- 
ardson, of Devon- 
shire Street, under 
whose personal 
supervision the 
whole work of 
construction has 
been carried on, 
were given the 
greatest latitude 
by Mr. Ayer when 
he employed 
them, he and those 
associated with 
him in the pur- 
poses of the en- 
terprise, having 
concluded that it was best to place no re- 
strictions upon them which should interfere 
with their efforts to design and construct a 
building that should be substantial, convenient, 
amply fitted for its purposes, and attractive in 
appearance. The result is a building care- 
fully planned and thoroughly constructed in 
all its parts. Not only the street fronts, but 
the wall upon the passage at the rear of the 
building is also composed wholly of stone. 
Entering the building by the chief en- 
trance on Exeter Street, one passes under a 
broad and lofty arch of elaborately carved 
Continued on page 3. 
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On these pages should be taught the 
value of our schools, and be an incentive 
to their more substantial support and 
vigorous prosecution. 


Introductory. 


SINCERELY and firmly believing the time 
has come when spiritualists and liberal think- 
ers should have an earnest desire to see the 
rising generation educated, and their minds 
shaped in the right direction for their own 
well-being, as well as usefulness both for the 
present and in the great future, we have de- 
cided to enter upon the publication of the 
MESSENGER. 

We shall endeavor to espouse the children’s 
cause, and with every issue will be found 
lessons for our children, and Spiritualists 
should view these as absolutely necessary if 
they wish that, in the future, the facts and 
truths of Spiritualism gained in the past, 
should remain inviolate. 

The one thing necessary in our Lyceums 
are teachers, and having given many years of 
study in digesting subjects, framing and 
weaving questions and answers for Lyceum 
work, we would ask of all who are interested 
in this work, assistance to carry it to a success- 
ful issue. 

Let us erect the mental and spiritual struc- 
ture of Spiritualism on a sure basis, believing 
that a child is the repository of infinite 
possibilities, and in securing that, we have a 
natural religion for them through life. l 

i will be our aim to make the seni 


THE TEMPLE MESSENGER, 


We would forget and cease condemning 
others, and devote our columns to the promo- 
tion of our holy cause, which would be a great 
satisfaction to thousands of true Spiritualists, 

In the fulness of time and through the 
wisdom of past experiences, instruments are 
chosen for work, Our work has been given 
us, and we are willing to do our part accord- 
ing to the light and truth pressing upon us, 
and to do it faithfully and do it well. 

A.D. 


What We Expect. 


Tuar the Cleveland Lyceum will 
spond with us, also the Washington, 
Lyceum, in regard to this paper, and all 
who can see that this may be the 
wherein the Lyceum movement may 
itself into a system when, with com 
leaders, we may yet see that the labor 
has been productive of good. s 

It is the intention to confine the %4 
this paper to that which shall tend to 


phy of Spiritualism, l 

It is not our purpose to ask for sı 
but expect that Lyceums will orde 
may want from month to month, ar 
for the same at the time of orderin 


contrary, we wish the “Sha 

active operation. 
Lyceum No. 1 is 

every pei ans 


be giving their time to educate our ch 
In our next issue will be found : 
Emma Train, “The First Spiri 
The objects of the spiritual 
ing the temple. 


Esl 
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stonework. Above this arch and entwined 
with foliage is the inscription: “Firs: Spir- 
itual Temple,” and occupying the spandrel of 
the arch are two circular stone panels: on the 
one on the right-hand side is carved the em- 
blem of the world on a cross, signifying a 
‘Crucified or Growing World;” on the 
northern sphere of the globe is carved the 
word *‘ Science,” and on the southern is the 
word “Religion.” On the left side of the 
arch is carved a dove in flight, carrying in its 
beak a triangle, on the sides of which are the 
words, “ Liberty,” “Justice,” “Fraternity.” 
The apex of the turret over the main entrance 
is crowned bya heavy Rosy Cross, emblematic 
of the “Life to Come,” or “Soul of Life.” 
In the centre of the Cross is the circular 
rose, emblematic of '* Wisdom and Discre- 
tion.” Over the Exeter Street entrance, on 
a circular panel, is the globe, on which is the 
“Tnsignet of Hermes,” or “ Solomon’s Shield.” 
The outer vestibule is beyond the archway, in 
which two broad flight of steps lead to the 
right and left up to the great auditorium, 
which, with its gallery, organ loft or platform, 
and lobbies, occupies the main story of the 
structure. It is capable of seating fifteen 
hundred people. It has a sloping floor, 
slightly curving from side to side, and is fitted 
with opera chairs, It is a most attractive and 
cheerful hall of assembly, with its great 
stained glass windows, its numerous and 
pleasing decorations, and generally light and 
airy appearance, wherein elegance and utility 
are united, 

Over the audience room are seven large 
lecture halls, a kitchen, janitor’s quarters and 
toilet-rooms; and still above this story is a 
great ventilating chamber, with a floor or 
deck of copper, and the open screens of the 
end gables, and the centre turret of the build- 
ing, through which the wind and rain may 
sweep harmlessly, Into this upper chamber 
are gathered the air-ducts from all parts of the 
house. The whole building is warmed by 
steam, the radiators being placed beneath the 
basement-floor, In the stonework of the 
basement walls are narrow slits to supply 
fresh air, which, being warmed in the spaces 
below, is then carried by pipes to various parts 
of the house. Four huge trusses resting on 
piers, and projecting inward from the side- 
walls, support everything above the large 
auditorium, There is a stairway in each 
corner of the edifice. From the Newbury 
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Street entrance the basement or lower story 
of the building is reached. Here is a hall 
used for a Lyceum or Conservatory for Chil- 
dren, and a large room occupied as a library 
and reading-room, a toilet-room, a ticket- 
office, and an office for the officers of the 
Association, who are composed of the follow- 
ing gentlemen: Marcellus S. Ayer, President; 
Frederick W. Gregory, Vice-President; El- 
more C, Ayer, Treasurer. 

The Sunday services consist of a lecture in 
the large auditorium in the afternoon, Lyceum 
in the forenoon in the basement hall. During 
the week there are meetings and lectures in 
the smaller halls, All the services are free, as 
well as the library of books on Spiritualism; 
also the reading-room. ‘The best talent among 
the Spiritualists are engaged for the lectures. 

The control of the building is placed in the 
hands of a Board of Trustees, to be held in 
trust for all time for spiritual progression and 
research, without dogma or creed, and free 
from personal individualities, and to be held 
for progression in spiritual light and truth, 

The corner-stone of the Temple was laid on 
Wednesday, April gth, 1884, Mr. Marcellus S. 
Ayer placing the stone in position, while the 
assemblage joined in singing "Nearer, My 
God, to Thee.”—From the Banner of Light. 


The Lyceum. 


Too much cannot be said in favor of a good 
system of Lyceum instruction, nor too much 
done in the way of improving the system we 
have. It possesses many recommendations to 
popular adoption; but is not fully up to the 
standard of that higher education which the 
children of Spiritualists should have assured 
to them. We are not criticising the elemen- 
tary steps. These are probably well enough 
until real exigencies prescribe something 
better; but the steps beyond are weak and 
uncertain. Not because there is lack of means 
to make them strong and positive, but a strange 
absence of effort in this direction. This lack 
ought to be supplied without delay, and effi- 
ciently. How? 

The query brings us to a consideration of a 
delicate phase of the subject. How? is a 
problem. It may be resolved by adepts in 
spiritual teaching, but not by apprentices at 
the business. Many Spiritualist Lyceums are 
managed by those who have no conception of 
that which should be taught, nor ability to 
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teach it, even if they had the m.frfa/. We It may include all space in the vast universe 
are not referring to inspirational teachers, but of the everlasting first cause. 
tu those who acquire what they know by in- How is Spiritualism proved to be a fact? 
stinct rather than application, and imagine That spirits who have shed the mortal and 
the Spirit world will bless their ignorance by have entered the world of spirits, may, can, 
employing it to enlighten humanity! It is and «o return to earth and truthfully manifest j 
notan easy thing fora person in his normal themselves to their fellow-beings yet in thë 
condition to teach that which he does not mortal, by and through laws which we in 
know, and cannot acquire; and itis time for mortal may or may not now understand. 
Spiritualists to understand that most of their How is pure science defined? 
Lyceums, if they would achieve desirable suc- To be a knowledge of causes, power a 
cess, must have more efficient teachers, This laws. 
is not affirmed as chance criticism, but asa fact How is applied science defined? 
of very grave import, which should at once To be a knowledge of facts, events, 
attract attention and command intelligent nomena, as explained, accounted 
action. duced by means of causes, powers 
It should be remembered that, although the In the truths of Spiritualism 
Progressive Lyceum contemplates primarily scientists do? 
the instruction of children and youth only, its Should accept the proven 
real mission is to enlighten all who need light, the ;henomena until the law o 
and that many adults are in worse than semi- the phenomena has been disclosed 
darkness, so far as spiritual knowledge is con” and forever settled. i 
cerned. They should be brought into the What are scientists bound 
Lyceum, a class organized for their benefit,and and faculty of manhood an 
then taught, with scrupulous care the leading Accept every fact, all ph 
principles of Spiritual philosophy. trace the law of such fact, 
claim, to its ultimate, and if 


It is of the first importance, both to the With matter and its laws, f 
future of every child and to the growth of our source, they will find theinse 
holy cause, that the Lyceum be sustained by with the great mysterio 
all parents whose minds have become emanci- ; í 

AAE material worlds. 
pated by the approach of Spiritualism. If we z ee 
have any views, any convictions, any persua- What will the progressi 
sions, as to right or wrong, as to haan char- He will trace quali 
acter and destiny that we think are worth of adjustment, purposes in 
holding, we should do our utmost to give them ¢ Seana 
see sar cideon. = pean med apa 

“This department is open for “orrespondence law, and he will discov 


~ with, and reports are desired from Lyceums other than this un ie 


everywhere. ALONZO DANFORTH, EDITOR, 1 that it is all 
Fountain Square, Roxbury, Mass. i 


LESSON NO.1. 
Spiritualism. 
~ What is the statement of Spiritualism? 
That man has a continued life and that life 
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ment of thoughts, reasonings, appeal, denunci- 
ations or entreaty. 
What 
bodies? 
The body becomes tenantless, the arm 


is sure to come to our material 


unresponsive, the vocal organs si- 
lent for evermore, decay manifests itself and 
the body is buried; thus a finely modelled 
structure returns to its original parts, 

What have we seen in the previous an- 


cold, stiff, 


swers? 

A succession of facts, pertaining to a hu- 
man organism, 

What will Spiritualism disclose? 

The laws of a Spiritual life, it opens the 
avenues of harmony, unity, beauty and glory 
in the universe of the creating God: the 
house in which the spirit has existed on the 
earth plane has returned to dust, but the im- 
mortal still lives and those who have entered 
and are still entering are filled with wonder at 
the glory of a Spiritual existence, and of the 
infinite possibilities which lie beyond. 

What have we acquired from the superivr 
light, knowledge, and revelations of Spiritual- 
ism? 

It shows a continued life to be a fact, nota 
faith, that spirit is superior to matter, that 
pure intelligence survives the grave; and un- 
disturbed by the death of the body, the 
spirit of man continues to live, grow, acquire 
and expand; has learned the law of spirit re- 
turn and has voiced its own immortality. 

What is true religion in sympathy with? 

The moral right or wrong of thoughts, 
purposes and actions, as determined by a pure 
moral standard, and which glows in the emo- 
tions when the nature is devout and loyal. 


Responses. 


THESE responses are executed by the alter- 
nate reading of the conductor, the groups, 
and officers, the conductor leading, and the 
rest responding, led by the guardian. 

Care and practice should be given to effect 
the utterance of the response in unison. 

Leaders should converse with their chil- 
dren, drawing out their opinions encourag- 
ingly, and if the general question is beyond 
their understanding, select one more simple. 

It is desirable that each member give a 
brief answer to the question, the member 
should arise in his seat and report to the con- 
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ductor in a distinct, courteous manner, so that 
allin the hall may hear. 
often more interesting than the most learned 
lecture. It is a very good way to secure care- 
fully selected subjects for lessons, to have one 
person chosen every Sunday to bring in two 
or three questions for consideration, which are 
presented to the Lyceum and the one desired 
chosen. Much and careful attention should 
be given to the internal growth of the Lyce- 
um.—Lyceum Cuide, 


The responses are 


We do not reject the teachings of the great 
Nazarene, for his teachings are enforced by the 
teachings of the more progressed, and exalted 
in the spirit spheres of light and knowledge. 


The world is growing better, we can catch 
a glimpse of the light that will usher in a 
better day, when no one shall suffer injustice 
or wrong, when every man shall recognize a 
brother and every woman a sister, and when 
our great strife shall be to see who shall be 
the mightiest helper and who shall do the 
greatest amount of good. 

Education is at home a friend, abroad an 
introduction, in solitude a solace, in society 
an ornament. ' 


The present has risen in its purified con- 
ception of God and his attributes, so far above 
that of the past, that language cannot keep 
step with it, and words fail to properly ex- 
press the exalted ideas we now entertain of 
the Divinity. 

The God of the past was one of a small 
sphere, the God of the present is the God of 
that great universe of which past generations 
had not the least idea and of which the pres- 
ent, even, has only begun to catch the first 
glimpses. 

Plans and details of grand and beautiful de- 
signs in architecture are all laid and propor- 
tioned in the brain of the architect long before 
their beauty and grace become objective to 
the eye. 

Paintings which thrill and enchant the 
senses are simply material expressions, wrought 
out, perhaps, through months of energetic 
labor, of an idea, an interior conception in 
the mind of the artist. 

The body is not vile—men make it so by 
harboring vices in its tenements. 

Believe that every hour, every moment of 
work well done, makes up the treasure with 
which success in the affairs of men is to be 
purchased, 
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Study must precede action; 


ies done. 
There is no learning, no habit, no thought 
gathered, which does not go into the bone 


and sinew with which the struggle of life is to 


be maintained. 


Woman Suffrage. 


“1 Go for all sharing the privileges of the 
government who assist in bearing its burdens, 
by no means excluding women.” —Abraham 
Lincoln. 

“ Laugh as we may, put it aside as a jest if 
we will, keep it out of Congress or political 
campaigns; still the woman question is rising 
in our horizon larger than the size of a man’s 
hand; and some solution, ere long, that ques- 
tion must find.” — Fames A. Garfield, 

“T take it America never gave any better 
principle to the world than the safety of letting 
every human being have the power of protec- 
tion in its own hands. I claim it for woman. 
The moment she had the ballot, I shall think 
the cause is won.”— Wendell Phillips. 


The Dual Nature of Man. 


Wuar is the dual nature of man? 

The spiritual and physical, or that of mind 
and matter, 

In physical phenomena what is first affected ? 

The body, then it communicates the fact to 
the mind through the senses. 

In mental phenomena, what is first affected? 

The mind first receives the impression and 
communicates it to the body. 

What other class of phenomena can be 
mentioned where the body is uninjured, and 
all the organs of health are moving in har- 
mony? 

Emotion. 

Where shall we place this? 

Somewhere in the depths of our mysterious 
being, where reside our friendships, affections, 
loves, hatreds, and our pleasant and painful 
mental sensations. 

What is known of this emotion? 

That we see, hear and feel, independent ofo 
the actions of the physical pean 
2 r 


action is stud- 


nerves thrill in sympathy, the heart palpi- 
tates, the features pale, the lips quiver with 
agony, the eyes close, and for a few moments 
the whole body lies in the apparent uncon- 
sciousness of death. 

What part of our nature has received this. 
shock? 

Our spiritual—the soul is capable of its true 
meaning, and the mind reads independ eae 
of the body and understands that which i 
not plain to our physical senses. 

What is the spiritual body? 

A tenant of the natural body, it resi 
there for a brief period only, and 7/ its 
ence is limited to the duration of its hab 
tion, then is human life a failure, and divine 
love a cruel deception. 

What would have been better for us? 

That these throbbing hearts and 
brains of ours had remained inani 
than that their affections and asp 
should not live beyond the grave. _ 

What is the evidence of a future life? 

The demonstrated presence of an int 
force around us that possesses all 
butes of the human mind, that manife 
to us by acts and sounds, that, like 
voice, are symbols of thought, intellect, 
ory and affection. i 

Why is this testimony conclusive? 

Iti is so abundant that mone can 


heareth it, it is a folly and 
That there are many 
even ministers, who have never witn 
spiritual phenomena, neither heard the teach 
ings of its beautiful philosophy, yet who thin 
they are qualified to deny the facts and 
fute its theories from the kno J 
have derived in attending the pe 
itinerating fakirs, magicians ; 
vulgar showman—s/ars in thi 
dust and tanbark, 
What is spirit life? 
A world and niam as t 
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love manifest themselves, there must be a 
human soul back of the force that causes the 
phenomena, 

What good does Spiritualism do? 

I. It confirms the hope and faith of the 
true Christian, 

2. It teaches the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. 

3. It denies the existence of a cruel, aveng- 
ing Deity, and worships a Creator who 
governs all things in infinite Love. 

4. It ignores the fabled hell of ignorant 
superstition, and asserts a heaven of unend- 
ing progression and happiness. 

5. It declares that men should be honest 
and upright, for honesty and uprightness’ 
sake, and not through fear of eternal punish- 
ment, 

6. It teaches that charity is greater than 
hope or faith, and asserts the doctrine of the 
Golden Rule. 

7. It has a knowledge in the resurrrection 
of the spiritual body, but that the physical 
body is the lawful inheritance of decay. 

8. A knowledge that the grave is not the 
end of life, but a manger in which is born a 
new existence. 

Finally, it fearlessly asserts its right to a 
position among the religions of men, and con- 
scious of the rectitude of its purpose and of 
the ‘truth of its demonstrations, it defies the 
sneers of the press, and the impotent malice of 
priest and pulpit. 


No. 2. 


Fame should be the consequence—not the 
motive—of our actions. 

History is the record of human thought, of 
thought which is wrought out in action, of 
events in their real and recorded sequence. 

America holds the future. 


Responses. 


The best education is that which best fits 
one for the duties, the struggles and the en- 
joyments of life. 

True education means more than the gain- 
ing of knowledge: it means also the training 
of the body and the senses, and the best 
training of the mind and heart. 

All are happy and the country is happy 
when we all know how to make the best use 
of all our faculties and opportunities. 

To be aman means thought, justice, love 
and truth, and to so order each day of our 
lives that what we think and do shall make 
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the future easier, which shall lift our eyes ever 
toward something better, so that the world 
shall grow purer day by day. 

We must look on the spiritual plane for 
our spiritual law, and this is more fully 
and clearly disclosed through the messages 
brought to us from our friends on the super- 
nal side of life, than from any other known 
source, 


Good Morning. 


GooD morning, dear children, and how do 
you do, 
This beautiful day bright and fair? 
The flowers and the grasses are nodding to 


you, 
And breathing the perfume of prayer. 


Did you notice the robin out there in the tree, 
His song almost bursting his throat? 
Did you quite understand all his musical 
glee? 
His mate did, I’m sure, every note. 


There are voices about us, melodious and 
sweet, 
All over earth's wonderful land, 
And ve that are living close down at our 
eet 
Whose language we don’t understand. 


But there are lives purer and fairer than 
these, s 
That walk by our side every day ; 
Their footsteps are noiseless as midsummer 
breeze 
That roams over valleys away. 


They bring us pure lessons from heavenly 
shrine, 
And murmur soft words in our ear; 
But we are so deaf to these voices divine, 
That oft'-times we fail e’en to hear. 


Tis soul that must listen, ’tis soul that must 
see, 
To know these bright visitors true. 
O, may all your lives in such harmony be, 
That angels may whisper to you. 


“Good morning, dear cnildien, good morn- 
ing” they say. 
May each one reply in good cheer, 
‘ Good morning, sweet angels, from over the 
way, 
We're glad for your presence so dear.” 
EMMA TRAIN. 


The Pen. 


THE pen’s the sceptre of the world, when 
striking for the right; 

When wielded in the cause of man, ’tis tipp'd 
with hallowed light. 

The stroke that drives the rivet home, the 
thought that guides the pen, 

The battle fought for freedom’s God, such 
merits make the men, 
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First SPIRITUAL TEMPLE, CORNER EXETER requested not only to send their children, but 
AND NEWBURY STREETS.—Mectings will be to encourage the work with their presence 
resumed Sunday, September 7. Mrs. H. S. aua piee, S far ei they are able to do so: A 

7 3 Many improvements are suggested for this 
Lake, the regular speaker, will deliver an fall and winter session, and a strong effort will 
The Children’s School be made to extend the usefulness of this | 


address at 2.45 P.M. 
will convene at tr At. Tuesday evening, branch of our work. 
THOS. Lees, Cor. See’y. 


September 9, meeting of the Industrial Union. L W. Port, Conductors 


Wednesday evening the usual Social will be 
held, All are cordially invited to these ser- Children’s Progressive - Lyceum, 


vices. Washington, D. C. 
THis Lyceum was organized Febru 
OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 1888, and has a full complement of 
The First Spiritual Temple Educa- ay See ak bike Wo R 


tional School. 1412 Pennsylvania Avenue. i 
They have an order of exercises and t 


devoted to each. 
Subjects are considered in group 


ey 


Services are: 


Singing by the School. : ered 
Reading of Invocation. tions, each group having its own 
Singin Average attendance at each : 
ee January, 1890, 52. Aa 
Responses : Number of books in Library, 
Lesson on alternate Sundays from Educator The Secretary writes defects 
and A. E. Newton’s Physical Lesson Book. Beea ee want Ce 
pean é ises, want | 
Recitations by the children. other help for leaders of 


Remarks upon lesson of the day. A solution of this troub 
those who have an interest 


Singing and Benediction. i 

At our last entertainment given by the character and scope of an 
children of this school on. Wednesday even- Senyor O aE 
7 Scars methods, and strive to 
ing, June 11, all the parts were well sustained, interest in Lyceum work 
and our friends were satisfied at our efforts. are suggested that suitab 

America, the opening piece, was calculated tion adapted to young child 


to keep aglow in the minds of our children, = z = = - 
the dearly bought privileges we enjoy under ae Cane ee ; 
our starry flag, and the singing by the children Wheeler, of Oldies sat 
of “Columbia’s the Gem of the Ocean,” con- good work in our cause, 
cluded the opening piece. As it is exceedingly 

Were followed by Recitations. 

The “Slaughter of the Innocents,” repre- 
senting many children who had passed away vi 
early in life, and returning to earth, informing presented to the public i 
us as to the causes that had forced so early an Should encourage our bro 
entrance into the spiritual life. Tanne: 

Of the “Spirit Mother,” illustrating the The Children's 


beautiful phase in our philosophy of the p r 
watchful care our spirit friends have over us, E D U E 

‘and in conclusion “The Spiritual Temple” ; re 

was presented by eighteen children. phat Mer Ae 
Tt is the intention in the coming sessions of 
this school to present an entertainment once a 
month to our friends, 


